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weit, Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads
of interest inspired by a book they’ve just read.

The Invisible Bridge F O75i

The Invisible Bridge is a layered novel that combines a coming-of-age story, an epic love story, a family
saga, while at the same time being an unflinching portrait of the destruction brought on by war.

The Invisible Bridge is the story of Andras Levi, his long journey from a small village in Hungary to Paris
after having earned a scholarship to study architecture. His life in Paris is full of intriguing lessons and
cosmopolitan pleasures. Along with initiations in the mysteries of architecture, and a meeting with Le Corbusier,
he takes French lessons from Pierre Vago (an important figure in postmodern architecture), he develops
friendships, and falls in love with Klara, a former ballerina with a secret past. The start of the Second World War
fractures the fragile life Andras and his friends have built in Paris, and threatens the safety of his beloved brothers,
Tibor and Mattias.

Throughout the novel, Andras struggles to keep his family whole, to protect his loved ones, and ultimately
to maintain his dignity when subjected to remarkable trials and suffering. Through his eyes, first as a young naive
and promising architect, then as a hardened soldier in the Hungarian army, where he faces discrimination and
hatred, an entire era takes shape in all its complexity and nuance. Andras learns about love, kindness, as well as the
magnitude of human cruelty.

About the author

Julie Orringer graduated from Cornell University, and was a Stegner Fellow at
Stanford University. She is the recipient of numerous literary awards. Her published
collection of short stories, How fo Breath Underwater (2003) received critical acclaim. The
Invisible Bridge 1s her first and highly anticipated novel.
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