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Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads 
of interest inspired by a book they’ve just read.  

 
 

     

Island Beneath the Sea  
F A4325is  
The novel begins in the sugar plantations of Saint-Domingue (today’s 
Haiti) and ends in the lavish parlours of New Orleans. It is a lush epic of 
slavery, forbidden love, struggles over secret children, racial castes, and 
the only successful slave revolt in history. Spanning four decades it tells 
the story of Zarité known as Tété, who was born a slave on the Island of 
Saint-Domingue and who was the daughter of an African mother she 
never knew and one of the white sailors who raped her and brought her 
into bondage. Tété, while still a child, becomes a house slave for the French owner of the sugarcane 
plantation, Toulouse Valmorain, to look after his sickly wife.  As a teenager she becomes his concubine 
and bears him children. Against the murderous backdrop of the sugarcane plantation, their lives become 
even more intertwined when the bloody revolution of Toussaint Louverture arrives and they must flee 
the island that will soon become Haiti. They head for the opportunity and decadence of New Orleans of 
the time. 
Though Tété’s childhood is one of brutality and fear, she finds solace in the traditional rhythms of 
African drums and in the voodoo spirits she discovers through her fellow slaves and through dancing.  
She becomes determined to find love amid loss, to offer humanity though her own has been battered, 
and to pursue her own identity in the cruelest circumstances. 
                                                                             

Isabel Allende    
Isabel Allende, an entrancing and lyrical storyteller, cherished the world over, was 
born in Peru, raised in Chile and now lives in California. She was inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts & Letters in 2004. Her books have been translated in 
several languages and have become bestsellers across the world. She states that in 
her research for this novel, she found that the French flavour of New Orleans, the 
cooking, the voodoo and a lot of the customs were brought in by refugees who fled 
Haiti during the slave revolution at the end of the 18th century. 
She maintains that the publication of the novel in English this year was a coincidence and was definitely 
not to take advantage of the situation of Haiti’s most recent misfortunes in January 2010, since the book 
was published in Spanish in 2009. 
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