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weit, Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads
\',_,1{ of interest inspired by a book they’ve just read.

Lucy F G643L

Lucy is part human, part ape, the result of an experiment in which a British scientist named
Stone managed to artificially inseminate a genetically altered female bonobo named Leda.
Lucy is reared and home-schooled by Stone in the heart of the African jungle. His plan is to
send her off to college in England, where she will presumably meet a mate. He envisions her
as “the universal Eve” for a new and improved race of people that will preserve the best
qualities of bonobo genetics. After Stone is killed by insurgents, Lucy is rescued by another
primatologist, Jenny Lowe, who knows nothing of Lucy’s peculiar parentage. Jenny brings Lucy
home with her to Chicago and, when she fails to find any of Lucy’s relatives, decides to adopt
the 14-year-old girl. Although some of Lucy’s habits strike Jenny as odd — eating bananas
without peeling them, clambering up trees, looking for termites in the floor — she initially
shrugs them off as the behavior of a girl who grew up in the jungle. When she starts reading
through Stone’s notebooks, however, she suddenly realizes the shocking truth: Lucy is “a
humanzee.”

Lawrence Gonzales

Laurence Gonzales was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and grew up in
Houston and San Antonio, Texas. He is the author of numerous books,
including the bestseller Deep Survival: Who Lives, Who Dies, and Why
(W.W. Norton). He has won two National Magazine Awards and the
Distinguished Service Award from the Society of Professional Journalists.
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