Reader’s-*-noadm_ap

Holplng you navigate tho world of books |-

Helen Simonson

F $6133m

B-o-ok of the Month
June 2010



S Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads
\',_,1{ of interest inspired by a book they’ve just read.

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand F S6133m

Major Ernest Pettigrew is an honour-bound Englishman and a widower who
clings to traditional values. His brother’s recent death sparks an unexpected
friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the Pakistani shopkeeper from the village.
They are drawn together by their shared love of literature and the loss of
their respective spouses. The Major becomes preoccupied with trying to get
his brother’s antique Churchill shotgun, a collector’s item and part of a pair
of which he has one, but his own son and his brother’s widow want to sell
it. In the meantime, the Major’s and

Mrs. Ali’s relationship blossoms into something more. Village society views
him as the proper local but Mrs. Ali as a foreigner although she was born in
Cambridge. Can their relationship survive the risks one takes when facing
culture and tradition?

This wry, yet optimistic “comedy of manners” with a romantic twist,
becomes a page-turner as the author nudges the couple further along,
exposing them to prejudices from all sides, and dangles the possibilities
about the fate of the Major’s beloved firearm.

A most enjoyable journey through the English countryside the novel
touches on issues of race relations, the long-held traditions of the British
aristocracy, urbanization and greed, and the clash of culture and religions.

Helen Simonson

Helen Simonson was born in England and spent her
teenage years in a small village in East Sussex. A graduate
of the London School of Economics and former travel
advertising executive, she has lived in America for the last
two decades. A longtime resident of Brooklyn, she now
lives with her husband and two sons in the Washington,
D.C., area. This is her first novel.

Country Life — Fiction

Alliott, Catherine A Crowded Marriage
F A437c

Holden, Wendy Filthy Rich
F H7263f

Montefiore, Santa The French Gardener
F M774f




e Taylor, Patrick, 1941 An Irish Country Village
F T2451.i

Fathers & Sons — Fiction

e Babiak, Todd Toby : a Man
F B1142t

e Boswell, Marshall Alternative Atlanta
FB7474a

e Braff, Joshua The Unthinkable Thoughts of Jacob Green

F B8121u

e Mengiste, Maaza Beneath the Lion's Gaze
F M5443b

Interracial Relationships - Fiction

e Courtenay, Bryce Fishing for Stars
F C8632fi

e Fergus, Jim One Thousand White Women
F F35220

e Fossum, Karen The Indian Bride
M F752i

¢ Keltner, Kim Wong The Dim Sum of All Things
F K2963d

e Powers, Richard The Time of Our Singing
F P8882ti

Retirees — Fiction

e Brookner, Anita Strangers
F B8725st

e Cohen, Paula Marantz Jane Austen in Boca
F C67852j

e Dorsey, Tim Atomic Lobster
F D718a

e Tyler, Anne Noah's Compass
F T981no
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Widows & Widowers — Fiction

Farooqi, Musharraf

F F2372s

The Story of a Widow

Quick, Matthew The Silver Linings Playbook

F Q64s

Simon, Scott
F S596w

Windy City

Tropper, Jonathan

F T856h

How to Talk to a Widower
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