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Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads of 
interest inspired by a book they’ve just read.  
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A historical novel set in Venice in the late fifteenth-century, this 
tale is about loyalty, corruption, growing up, food, secrets, and 
of course, power. The narrator is Luciano, a former street orphan 
who was taken in by a chef in a grand house. His voice is that of 
an experienced man looking back, and we follow him as he 
recounts how he sought love, forged his identity, and tried to 
unravel the mystery surrounding his master and an ancient 
book, about which all of Venice is abuzz. Throughout the novel 
we both recognize and applaud his cleverness and 
determination, but feel the strain as he makes (not always the 
right) choices. The book is imbued with the quest for immortality 
on many levels as well, not just of people but of secrets and 
knowledge, and their transmission from teacher to pupil through 
the ages.  
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Elle Newmark is an award-winning writer whose books are 
inspired by her travels and living in Europe. She began life 
as an “Ellen” and then dropped the ‘n’ because her sister 
always called her ‘Elle’. Graduating from Loyola University 
and the University of Illinois, she worked as a copywriter and 
commercial illustrator. She and her husband, a retired 
physician, have two grown children and five grandchildren. 
They live in the hills north of San Diego. Her father is an 
Italian chef. 

Find out more at: www.ellenewmark.com
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