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Reader's Roadmaps enable readers to pursue threads 
of interest inspired by a book they’ve just read. 

 
 
 
 
Please Look After Mom 
F S615p   
 
Please Look After Mom is a stunning, deeply moving story of a family's search for their missing 
mother — and their discovery of the desires, heartaches and secrets they never realized she 
harbored within. 
 
When sixty-nine-year-old So-nyo is separated from her husband among the crowds of the 
Seoul subway station, and vanishes, her children are consumed with loud recriminations, and 
are awash in sorrow and guilt. As they argue over the "Missing" flyers they are posting 
throughout the city — how large of a reward to offer, the best way to phrase the text — they 
realize that none of them have a recent photograph of Mom. Soon a larger question emerges: 
do they really know the woman they called Mom? 

 
About the Author 
Kyung-Sook Shin grew up in a remote village in South Korea, the fourth child and 
oldest daughter of six. Her parents were farmers who could not afford to send her to 
high school, so at sixteen she moved to Seoul, where her older brother lived. She 
worked in an electronics plant while attending night school, and published her first 
collection of stories in 1988, at age twenty-five. She is the author of twelve previous 
works of fiction, and has been honoured with the 1996 Manhae Literature Prize, the 
1997 Dong-in Literature Prize, the 2001 Yi Sang Literary Prize, and one of the 2009 
winners of the Prix de l’Inaperçu. Her works are widely read and considered staples 
of Korean literature. She was a visiting professor at Columbia University in New York 
City. This is the first of her books to be published in English. 
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