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Tiger Hills  F M2715t 

 Set in Coorg in southern India, Tiger Hills is a sweeping multi-generational family saga which 
spans from the late 19th century to the eve of WWII, during a time of great cultural change in India.  
The lush setting is a beautiful backdrop for this tale of doomed love which unfolds within a web of 
complex family and social relationships. 

 Devi, the seventh child in the Nachimanda clan, grows up to be a beautiful, impetuous and 
strong-willed girl, who is very pampered by her father and grandmother, after the early death of her 
mother.  When the Nachimandas bring a wealthy and orphaned young boy, Devanna, into the family, 
he develops a secret love for Devi.  The two are inseparable as children with Devi protecting the timid 
Devanna, until he goes to live at the local mission under the tutelage of a German missionary.  
Eventually, Devanna leaves the mission and enrolls at a medical college. But at the college he is 
subjected to tortuously brutal treatment  at the hands of a senior student, which he never reveals to 
anyone, but which sets into motion a set of tragic, far-reaching consequences.   

           Unbeknownst to Devanna, Devi has secretly harbored a passionate love for his cousin, Machu, 
the daring tiger hunter.  Devi and Machu finally declare their love for each other, only to be suddenly 
thwarted and forced apart by a shocking act.  The lives of Devi, Machu and Devanna, as well as their 
children, become inextricably intertwined through the years by a series of  ill-fated and lamentable 
occurrences.  

 Born and brought up in Coorg, India, Sarita Mandanna has worked as an investment 
banker in India and Hong Kong, before moving to the United States.  She is currently 
living in Canada.  Her debut novel Tiger Hills was longlisted for the 2010 Man Asian Literary 
Prize. 

 
 
INDIA IN FICTION 
 
The sound of water / by Sanjay Bahadur 
F B1512s 
 
The unexpected son / by Shobhan Bantwal       
F B2197u 
 
The pleasure seekers / by Tishani Doshi 
F D722p 
 
Secret daughter / by Shilpi Somaya Gowda 
F G722s 
 
Dahanu Road / by Anosh Irani 
F I652d 
 
Sandalwood tree / by Elle Newmark  
F N5564s 
 
Where the serpent lives / by Ruth Padel 
F P1233w 

http://catalogue.eleanorlondonlibrary.org/search~S5?/tThe+unexpected+son+/tunexpected+son/1%2C2%2C2%2CB/bibimage&FF=tunexpected+son&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-�


FAMILY SAGAS 
 
July and August / by Nancy Clark 
F C5943j 
 
Galore / by Michael Crummey 
F C9562g 
 
The lake of dreams / by Kim Edwards  
F E26L 
 
The end of the Jews / by Adam Mansbach 
F M286e 
 
Her daughter’s dream / by Francine Rivers 
F R622he 
 
That old cape magic / by Richard Russo 
F R969t 
 
The Frumkiss family business / by Michael Wex  
F W5453f 
 
 
INDIA, THE COUNTRY & ITS PEOPLE 
 
India calling : an intimate portrait of a nation’s remaking / by 
Anand Giridharadas   954.053 G525i 
 
Sideways on a scooter: life and love in India / by Miranda  Kennedy.   915.456 K36 
 
A place within: rediscovering India / by M.G. Vassanji 
915.4 V337 
 
A new history of India / by Stanley A. Wolpert 
954 W866 
 
 
READ-ALIKES 
 
Evening is the whole day / by Preeta Samarasan  
F S1873e 
 
Peony in love / by Lisa See   
F S4512p 
 
Bone china / by Roma Tearne 
F T2533b 
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